preventing the sufferer from working, a feature of great economic and epidemiological importance in areas where the incidence is high. In the absence of adequate treatment, which for various reasons has seldom been possible in endemic areas in the past, relapses are common and much morbidity and impoverishment result. Yaws is rarely a direct cause of death and late involvement of the cardiovascular and central nervous systems is generally thought not to occur. The behaviour of the standard serological tests is essentially similar in yaws and syphilis. Bony deformity, commonly of the tibiae, and " cigarette-paper" scars on the lower extremities are suggestive evidence of previous infection in individuals who have grown up in endemic yaws areas. The infection and its non-venereal method of spread are widely recognized by the affected communities; some believe that childhood yaws prevents venereal syphilis later in life and may * Received for publication September 13, 1954. 30 therefore deliberately encourage the infection of the children and refuse treatment until after the secondary stage has passed. For those who have experience of both venereal syphilis in civilized communities and of yaws " at the end ofthe road ", the " unitarian " hypothesis of Hudson (1946) The 26 patients thought to be examples of late yaws included two patients in whom knee and ankle reflexes were absent without other evidence of tabes dorsalis. One was a Nigerian, aged 36 years, with well-marked tibial changes, and the second was a Jamaican, aged 40, with typical tibial changes and scarring of the legs who stated that a sibling had had yaws. Neither had been treated in childhood and superinfection or neurological damage from yaws are interesting speculations. A third in this group was a Jamaican, aged 32, who had leprosy, and, on investigation for headache, was found to have a positive Wassermann reaction in both blood and cerebrospinal fluid. The treponemal immobilization test was also positive, and there were suggestive scars over the trunk and legs and a history of yaws, untreated, in childhood.
It will be noted that in many of the 48 cases the titre of the positive tests was not high and this observation at first seems to favour yaws infection of 15 to 20 years' duration rather than early Jatent acquired syphilis. However, in view of the age and composition of the series, these patients were old enough to have acquired syphilis some 10 or more years before our investigation took place.
Yaws normally affects both sexes almost equally with a slight predominance in boys. The sex distribution in the present series is quite artificial, as the sample is drawn from immigrants amongst whom males strongly predominate.
The impression was gained that more of the West Indians than the West Africans were born and grew up in towns rather than rural villages; this would favour a higher incidence of yaws in the immigrants from West Africa.
It is felt that, in the interpretation of positive serological findings, the possibility of yaws should be considered in all coloured patients seen in England who have emigrated from countries in which yaws is known to be endemic. It 
